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bodily penance and wept many a bitter tear, and prayed
full often to Our Lord that He should preserve her and
keep her, so that she should not fall into temptation, for
she thought she would rather be dead than consent thereto.
All this time she had no lust to commune with her hus- 8a
band; but it was very painful and horrible unto her.
In the second year of her temptation, it so fell that a
man whom she loved well, said unto her on St, Margaret's
Eve before evensong that, for anything, he would lie by
her and have his lust of his body, and she should not with-
stand him, for if he did not have his will that time, he said
he would anyhow have it another time; she should not
choose. And he did it to see what she would do, but she
thought that he had meant it in full earnest at that time,
and said but little thereto. So they parted then and both
went to hear evensong, for her church was that of Saint
Margaret.1 This woman was so laboured with the man's
words that she could not hear her evensong, nor say her
Paternoster, or think any other good thought, but was
more troubled than ever she was before*
The devil put into her mind that God had forsaken
her, or else she would not be so tempted* She believed
the devil's persuasion, and began to consent because she
could think no good thought. Therefore thought she that
God had forsaken her, and when evensong was done, she
went to the man aforesaid, so that he could have his lust,
as she thought he had desired, but he made such simula-
tion that she could not know his intent, and so they parted
asunder for that night. This creature was so laboured and
vexed all that night, that she never knew what she might
do. She lay by her husband, and to commune with him
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